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spring 
Throughout spring,  

tulips flower in the 

box parterre. 

Varieties include 

‘Abu Hassan’, 

‘Ballerina’, ‘Prinses 

Irene’ and ‘Gavota’
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and the like, although Tom loves it in winter, 
when the pockets of  reddish soil lie bare. Come 
the spring, tulips – including ‘Abu Hassan’, 
‘Ballerina’, ‘Prinses Irene’ and ‘Gavota’ – spat-
ter the earth in a pointillist riot of  colour.

Here, and throughout the walled garden, 
the passing of  the seasons is embraced and 
celebrated. ‘The intention was to create a gar-
den that is abundant and soft in summer, and 
stark and hard in winter,’ says Tom.

In June, the swaying mass of  plants on the 
middle terrace is almost overwhelming in its 
profusion. Billowing clouds of  lime-green 
euphorbia, smouldering purple salvias and airy 
sky-blue amsonias interact to trigger visual 
reverberations like the hum of  a tuning fork. 
Rising from the beds are 16 beeches neatly 
clipped into fat cylinders, each topped with a 
dome. The impression they give is of  a scat-
tered crowd of  people, viewed from behind.

The top terrace also has a vertical note, this 
time from slender yews, which pierce beds of  
equally fulsome though more shrubby planting 
with a decidedly Mediterranean flavour. 
Clumps of  buttery-yellow phlomis are a signifi-
cant presence, along with rich purple salvia, 

steely eryngiums and the occasional spire of  verbascum.
The planting is classic Stuart-Smith – European prairie style with a 

decidedly English twist. Combinations include Eryngium zabelii and Festuca 
amethystina, asters growing with Calamintha nepeta and Euphorbia nicaeensis 
grouped with Phlomis russeliana and verbascums. They look fantastic in 
summer, but they really earn their place because of  their ability to with-
stand the damp cold of  an Oxfordshire January.

‘It is important not to use mushy plants – persicarias, geraniums and 
some euphorbias won’t last when temperatures drop,’ says Tom. ‘But 
agastache, cardoons, Hydrangea quercifolia, Genista aetnensis and Miscanthus 
sinensis ‘Gracillimus’ look fantastic in a hoar frost.’

And then there are the grasses. As summer progresses, great plumes 
of  them emerge, including the feathery panicles of  Stipa calamagrostis, 
Panicum virgatum ‘Rehbraun’ and Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln’. These 
too have been chosen for their ability to stand well through the winter. 
Tom is not one to grab at desperate scraps of  midwinter colour. Instead, 
he relies on plants that die well. Of  his own garden, he has written,  
‘I have always wanted the garden in winter to look like it is in the full grip 
of  the cold and not in a state of  seasonal denial.’

At Broughton, his philosophy is the same. At the turn of  the year, the 
borders are rimed with frost and desiccated into sepia tones that glow in 
low shafts of  winter sun. ‘This is not successional planting in the classic 
sense,’ he says. ‘Even in high summer, colour isn’t a primary considera-
tion. Texture and form are in many ways so much more important’ m

Tom Stuart-Smith: 020-7253 2100; www.tomstuartsmith.co.uk

summer 
BOTH PAGES Taxus 

baccata ‘Fastigiata’ 

(opposite) adds a 

vertical element to 

the top terrace. Here, 

the planting scheme 

is European prairie 

style with an English 

twist; combinations 

include purple salvia 

with  Eryngium zabelii 

(above left) and 

Eremurus robustus, 

Euphorbia nicaeensis 

and verbascums 

(above right)
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